LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA

revived the spirit of Rammohun in making religion the
handmaid of moral and social service. Religion, therefore,
did not prima facie mean other-worldliness with him, but
a sort of copula linking up God with humanity.  Even
more than all these services was Keshav's gradual mistrust
of reasoning in religious matters. Rammohun was a
rationalist, a moralist. Reason was Rammohun's chief
dower, and he looked with disdain upon the emotional
excesses, to which the Vaisnavites are liable. Of course,
his Unitarian doctrine, his plumbing the depths of religious
experience, could not be possible without a strain of
mysticism in his nature. In Devendranath/s case, there
was discernible the growing religious inspiration, which,
though backed by reason, was not reason itself.  But
under Keshav, the meetings of the Samaj were scenes of
great emotional outburst. Alongside of the influence of
Christianity, the Vaishnavite influence worked. And
Keshav was not only a follower of Christ, but was also
a follower of Chaitanya. He accepted the Divinity of
Christ, when he drew up The New Dispensation and said,
"Christ was God".  But however much Keshav might
have professed Christ, -he was not a Christian (for he said,
"Christ is not Christianity"), but "stood at the threshold
of an independent career with the shadow of Jesus on the
one hand and the shadow of Chaitanya on the other".
In his efforts to give emotion a proper place in the Samaj
prayer, Keshav had a great co-adjutor whose invaluable
work and yeoman's service went a great way towards
making the Brahmo Samaj a unique thing in the religious
history of the world and without whom it is doubtful
whether Keshav could have done what he did. This
co-adjutor was the great Vijaykrishna.

The tree in the natural kingdom lives on the air inhaled
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